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SUMMARY: Although his scheme to get out of eating his
mother’s health food nearly ruins his plan to save money for
a bike, Jason finally finds success in an unexpected way.
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Jason Birchall pushed through his
dresser drawer. He shoved his baseball
- cards and comic books aside.

His hand bumped the old cardboard
‘box in the corner. His money box! It was a
top-secret place where he kept his life

savings. o A

“Jason!” his mother called. “Your
after-school snack is ready.”

~ “Super yuck,” Jason muttered..

He was tired of his mother’s healthy
diet. He was even starting to have carrot

and celery nightmares. Last night, three
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giant carrots chased him to school!

Jason emptied his jeans pockets. He
placed seven dollar bills in a row on his
dresser. Then he counted again.

Doing yard work for Stacy Henry’s
mom was super cool. Only ten more dol-
lars to go. Soon, Eric Hagel’s mountain
bike would belong to him.

Ya-hoo! Jason could hardly wait.

He folded the seven dollar bills. Then
he stuffed them into his money box.

- Hiding the box was a smart thing to
do. He pushed it way back, into the corner
of the drawer.

-Suddenly, he spied a pack of bubble
gum. His mouth began to water. He could
almost taste the sweet, gooey gum.

How long had it been since he’d
chewed bubble gum?

Weeks ago his mother had read a silly
health-food book. “Time for some big
changes,” she’d said.

Maybe the diet was OK for her and
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