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Carly Hunter watched the schoal -
clock. She stared hard.

Click . .. click ... click.

The second hand poked along hke a
turtle. Three more never-ending mlnutes
till afternoon recess.

Carly could hardly wait.

She turned and looked at the guinea -
pig cage across the room. The class pet
was so cute. And he was looking back at

her! ,
Carly squlrmed



CUL DE-SACKIDS

She jiggled.

Her school desk danced, too.

Dee Dee Winters tapped Carly on the
shoulder. “You're. a wiggle worm today,”
she whispered.

Dee Dee was Carly’s best friend. She
sat right behind Carly at school. The per-
fect spot for a best friend. ‘
4 Carly said softly, “I have the flitter-

flops.”
- “You’re not kidding,” said Dee Dee.

Carly was still watching the furry pet.
“I can’t believe I get to take the guinea pig
home. All weekend.”

“His name is Piggy, don’t forget,” Dee .

Dee reminded her. |
| Carly grinned. “Who could forget a
name like that?”

Dee Dee smiled and tW1sted a_curl.

“Girls, please get busy,” said Miss
Hartman. The teacher’s voice was kind
but firm.
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PIGGY PARTY

Carly picked up her pencil. She
printed her name neatly. She tried to do
her workbook pages. But her eyes wanted
to wander to Piggy’s cage! |

“Miss Hartman’s watching you,” she
heard Dee Dee whisper. ,

Quickly, Carly looked down at her
work sheet. She would have to cover up
her head. She just couldn’t keep her eyes
off the guinea pig. '

Carly glanced at the clock above the
door again.

Goody!

The recess bell would be ringing. Right

..about ...now.

BRRING! -

“I call the swings,” said one of the
- girls. She flew past Carly and Dee Dee.
Carly didn’t care about swinging. Not
- today. She had more important things in
" mind. Things like feeding the guinea pig.
Things like changing his water dish.
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CUL-DE-SAC KIDS

She hurried to Piggy’s cage.

Dee Dee came, too. “Where are you
gonna put Piggy at your house?” asked
Dee Dee.

“I might hide him in the secret place,
behind my closet,” Carly said.

Dee Dee’s eyes grew round as silver
dollars. “He mlght not like it in there. It’s
too dark. ‘

“But he’ll be safe,” Carly insisted. “Es-
pecially from my little brother.”

“Why? What’s Jimmy gonna do to
Piggy?” Dee Dee asked.

“Nothing, if I keep Piggy hidden.”
Carly reached down into the cage. She re-
moved the dish of water. She carried the
dish to the sink and poured some fresh
water.

Dee Dee leaned over the cage. “He’s S0
soft and pretty.”

“Looks like butterscotch,” said Carly.

“Yummy,” said Dee Dee.
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