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In the Beginning Was the Word: 
Language: A God-Centered Approach 

By Vern Sheridan Poythress (Crossway) 
Retail Price - $25.00 (Paperback - ISBN 9781433501791) 

* Language is not only the centerpiece of our everyday lives, but it gives 
significance to all that we do. It also reflects and reveals our all-sustaining 
Creator, whose providential governance extends to the intricacies of 
language. Writes Vern Poythress, “God controls and specifies the meaning 
of each word-not only in English but in Mandarin Chinese, Hindi, Italian, 
and every other language. When, in our modernism or postmodernism, we 
drop him from our account of language, our words suddenly become a 
prison that keeps us from the truth rather than opening doors to the truth. 
But we will use our words more wisely if we come to know God and 
understand him in relation to our language.” 
 

It is such biblically informed insights that make In the Beginning Was the Word especially 
valuable. Words are important to us all, and this book-written at a level that presupposes no 
knowledge of linguistics-develops a positive, God-centered view of language. In his 
interaction with multiple disciplines Poythress offers plenty of application, not just for scholars 
and church leaders but for any Christian thinking carefully about his speech. 
 
“Here one finds not only a biblical but a systematic theology of language built on the insight 
that human language reflects the triune God, sometimes in surprising ways.” 

—Kevin J. Vanhoozer, Professor of Biblical and Theological Studies, Wheaton College 
 
Vern Sheridan Poythress is professor of New Testament interpretation at Westminster 
Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. 

*From the publisher’s website and back cover of the book. 
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From Eden to the New Jerusalem: 
An Introduction to Biblical Theology  
By T. Desmond Alexander (Kregel Academic) 

Retail Price - $19.99 (Paperback - ISBN 9780825420153) 

*  The Bible—a complex literary anthology—answers life’s most 
fundamental questions in its remarkably unified story, which centers on a 
unique deity. 
 
T. Desmond Alexander explores this story by beginning at the end, in the 
final chapters of  the book of Revelation. Anticipating the creation of a 
new earth and a new heaven, these chapters bring to fulfillment a process 
that began with the creation of earth, as described in the opening chapters 
of Genesis. These passages frame the biblical “meta-story.” 
 
This stimulating study outlines the central themes of the Bible, with broad 
brushstrokes designed to show the general shape of the meta-story. With the big picture 
illuminated, we are able to discover each book’s contribution to the whole. Appreciating 
these themes, which were an integral part of the thought-world of the biblical authors, will 
significantly alter our reading of individual books. 
 
“This is thematic biblical theology at its best. Dr. Alexander has done us all a great service in 
providing this succinct, inspirational, and compelling examination of some of the great 
themes of the Bible. In doing so he gathers up many different threads in the biblical story 
and shows with skill their interrelatedness, their fulfillment in Christ, and their 
consummation in the New Jerusalem. Rich pickings in a short space!” 

—Graeme Goldsworthy 
 
T. Desmond Alexander is senior lecturer in biblical studies and director of postgraduate 
studies at Union Theological College, Belfast. 

*From the back cover of the book. 
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Dying to Preach: 
Embracing the Cross in the Pulpit 

By Steven W. Smith (Kregel Academic) 
Retail Price - $14.99 (Paperback - ISBN 9780825438974) 

* Drawing inspiration from Paul, the seminal preacher, Steven W. Smith 
takes a fresh look at the whys of preaching in Dying to Preach. In 2 
Corinthians 4:12, Paul describes the philosophy of his ministry as 
“death in us, but life in you.” Building on this scriptural framework, 
Smith examines the theology of preaching through the metaphor of 
vicarious suffering, dying so that others might live. As he elaborates on 
the intersection of the cross and the pulpit, Smith shows why the preacher 
must die to self, die for others, and die in Christ so that congregations may 
live. 
 
“What you say is more important than how you say it. But how you say it 

is important! Steven W. Smith gets this exactly right in a book that will instruct as well as 
inspire. Read it and be challenged. Read it and be blessed.” 

—Daniel L. Akin, President, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
 
Steven W. Smith is assistant professor of preaching, associate dean for the professional 
doctoral program, and James T. Draper Jr. Chair of Pastoral Ministry at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. On January 1, 2010, he will assume the role of dean at the 
College of Southwestern. 

*From the back cover of the book and the Southwestern Seminary website. 
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A Theology of John’s Gospel and Letters: 
The Word, the Christ, the Son of God 

By Andreas Köstenberger (Zondervan) 
Retail Price - $39.99 (Hardback - ISBN 9780310269861) 

* A Theology of John’s Gospel and Letters introduces the first 
volume in The Biblical Theology of the New Testament (BTNT) 
series. Building on many years of research and study in Johannine 
literature, Andreas Köstenberger not only furnishes an exhaustive 
theology of John’s Gospel and letters, but also provides a detailed 
study of major themes and relates them to the Synoptic Gospels and 
other New Testament books. Readers will gain an in-depth and 
holistic grasp of Johannine theology in the larger context of the Bible. 
  
D. A. Carson (Trinity Evangelical Divinity School) says about 
Köstenberger’s volume that “for the comprehensiveness of its 
coverage in the field of Johannine theology (Gospel and Letters), there is nothing to 
compare to this work.” 
  
The Biblical Theology of the New Testament series provides upper college and seminary-
level textbooks for students of New Testament theology, interpretation, and exegesis. Pastors 
and discerning theology readers alike will also benefit from this series. Written at the highest 
level of academic excellence by recognized experts in the field, the BTNT series not only 
offers a comprehensive exploration of the theology of every book of the New Testament, 
including introductory issues and major themes, but also shows how each book relates to the 
broad picture of New Testament theology. 
 
Andreas Köstenberger is Director of Ph.D. Studies and Professor of New Testament and 
Biblical Theology at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, North 
Carolina. 

*From the publisher’s website. 



Preaching the Inward Light: Early Quaker Rhetoric (Baylor University Press - ISBN 
9781602582408 - Hardback) by Michael P. Graves. 
 
Faith at the Edge: A Primer for Doubters (Eerdmans - ISBN 9780802864734 - Paperback) by 
Robert N. Wennberg. 
 
Calvin and Commerce: Transforming Power of Calvinism in Market Economies (P&R 
Publishing - ISBN 9781596380950 - Paperback) by David Hall and Matthew Burton. 
 
The White Horse King: The Life of Alfred the Great (Thomas Nelson - ISBN 9781595552525 - 
Paperback) by Benjamin R. Merkle. 
 
Five Cities that Ruled the World: How Jerusalem, Athens, Rome, London, and New York 
Shaped Global History (Thomas Nelson - ISBN 9781595551368 - Paperback) by Douglas 
Wilson. 
 
Against the Wind: The Moderate Voice in Baptist Life (University of Tennessee Press - ISBN 
9781572336742 - Hardback) by Carl L. Kell. 
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